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on the other hand, are not likely to forget that
they were for centuries the ruling race in India,
and that they have special claims founded upon
historical tradition as well as upon present cir-
cumstances, claims the validity and force of which
indeed both Lord Morley and Lord Minto have
fully admitted.

Another respect in which Lord Morley differed
from the Government of India was in insisting
that the latter should maintain an official majority
upon its Legislative Council, and not merely take
power to create it whenever circumstances re-
quired such a step to be taken.

These alterations did not meet with universal
approval', but the writer of these pages, who was for
four years one of the members of the Governor-
General's Council for making Laws and Regula-
tions, strongly holds that this modification was
absolutely necessary. It is a commonplace argu-
ment of the native press that the Legislative is
over and above the Executive Council, and in a
sense the contention is hard to refute.

A question that does arise is whether it was
wise to adopt the recommendation of the Govern-
ment of India that the official majority on the
provincial legislative councils should be abandoned.
It is of course true that the passing of a measure
of which the Government disapproves in a pro-
vincial legislative council is not an irreparable